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? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment

regale..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..When the king heard this, his

wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".So the friend turned to the sharper and

said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder

is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is

with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were

with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was

confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand

dinars..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at

the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.Haroun

er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by

one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter

and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which

she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the

kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she

published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they

lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship

was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..Still do I yearn, whilst

passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse,

without fear,.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and

coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said

in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke

and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a

stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not

to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his

case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband

and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..There was once in the land of Hind a king of

illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence,

prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the

hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and

sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and

confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them,

so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart

on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods."

Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her

pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and

returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit

[on it]..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who

cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these

two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a

cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching

heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she

saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise

up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.73. The Miller and his

Wife ccclxxxvii.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif

bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring

her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the

following verses:.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died;
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and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a

certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I

abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?'

And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and

reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to

rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it

entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'."O king,"

answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me

and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent

and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman

found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.When the folk heard his words, they talked of

letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and

when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he,

'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they

delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they

rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare.."By Allah, he treadeth

no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited

as follows:].The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following

verses:.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly,

which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said

to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the

youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a

lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me

forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is

my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance,

withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his

death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma

dccccxxii.A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer

that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be

borne, an object for lament. (88).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him

and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's

interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to

him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it

is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will

pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".To return to his wife and her mother. When

the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway

despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news.

So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that

sorry chance and reciting these verses:.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram

Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr,

(252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one

who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her

case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to

tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and

jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was

the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Damascus is all gardens decked for the

pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou

didst smite..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.Thou that wast

absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied

thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after
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crookedness..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou

wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained

[with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to

Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left

me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was

finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back

to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking

myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? e. The

Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.? ? ? ?

? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet

perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..The company marvelled at this story with the

utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..God, Of the Speedy

Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.The Fifteenth Night of the

Month..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..76 En

Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my

lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much

dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?'

asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;"

and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain

buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.'

Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,'

answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but

folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt

thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the

house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is

hid within our hearts' most secret core..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.? ? ? ? ? The

Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ?

? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..So the affair was

concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never

made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress,

whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go

mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in

the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for

breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt

mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the

utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell

me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and

how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body

wastes amain..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the

daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with

the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his

slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was

confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and

that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the

slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the

recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you,

of wine, ii. 230..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who

may with abjectness infect my royal line..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my

reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of

plain..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the
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place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on

thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I

drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and

wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both

into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down

from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is

our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or

present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I

May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he

waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand

dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand

and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.'

Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found

him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier

to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he

set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave

himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore

him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish

among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..148. The Lovers of

Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me

still..? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the

Bedouin dxxxii.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Then the king acquainted the people [of his court]

with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight.

Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had

not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy

and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou

not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber

after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE

FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For

justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken

leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How

loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou

sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear.

Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst

they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said,

"Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I

have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him,

"An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the

draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".67. The Khalif El Hakim

and the Merchant dcliii.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of

their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of

them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi

cccxcix.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a

masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me

to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him,

behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him

and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he

recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste,

so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own

house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and
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having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the

brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a

goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner

of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's

son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister

dcvi.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.34. The Imam

Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..Some days after this, as I stood at the door

of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the

love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the

value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked

I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder

man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to

him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my

story.'.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my

heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an

one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are

with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she

biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it

upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is

addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,

leaving me in concern [on her account]..Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.The company marvelled at this story and

said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this

wise..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and

when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep,

tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,'

answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it,

the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night,

she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In

the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the

completion of the story and after put her to death..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..Therewithal the young man was moved

to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank

and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the

subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Now

the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and

circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is

squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say,

"Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return

him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried

before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he

himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath

passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So

he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other

is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the

people praise me.' (243).The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the

latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the

calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then,"

continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had

Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is

this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of

lewdness.".Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful
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sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who

passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was

embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"

"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I

have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a

sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.Full many a man

incited me to infidelity, i. 205..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED

NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and

sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who

made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my

lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified

with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds,

how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and

of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his

strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and

on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet

am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be

conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".? ? ? ? ? As at the

casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..King (The Unjust) and the Tither,

i. 273..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So

they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the

singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed,

'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein

aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his

head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..Meanwhile,

the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not

put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with

blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth

night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the

king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration.

Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had

imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein,

after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and

this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By

Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in

herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none

in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban;

and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to

give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine,

rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have

skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and

bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to

get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand

of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the

draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other

said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it

befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went

away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and

marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv
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